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DEIR EZ-ZOR GOVERNORATE










Geographical Location,
Topography, and Climate
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Deir ez-Zor, located in eastern Syria along the Euphrates River, is the country’s second-largest governorate, covering 33,060 km*

(17.9% of Syria). It shares borders with Iraq to the east, Raqqa to the west, Homs to the south, and Hasakah to the north.The
governorate features a diverse landscape of fertile river plains and vast deserts, with rich irrigated farmlands lining the Euphrates.
The river splits the region into two sides: Shamiya (west) and Jazeera (east). Its expansive desert (Badia) stretches across both banks,
with the Badia of Sham on the right (south) and the Badia of Jazeera on the left (north). Finally, Deir ez-Zor enjoys a distinct seasonal

climate with diverse weather patterns year-round.




History and Archaeology
(Ancient and Modern)
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Deir ez-Zur is rich in prominent historical sites, most notably:1. Mari: Renowned for its royal palaces and a clay archive containing
25,000 cuneiform tablets.2. Dura-Europos: Nicknamed the "Pompeii of the East' due to its well-preserved murals. It houses the oldest
known house church and stands as a testament to the meeting of civilizations.3. Halabiye and Zalabiye: Twin fortresses facing each
other on opposite banks of the Euphrates River, bearing witness to the Roman and Byzantine eras.4. Tell Bouqras: Regarded as the
dawn of early agriculture, featuring the oldest geometrically organized mud-brick houses.5. Tell Ashara: The capital of the Kingdom
of Khana, which once sheltered the temple of the god Dagan.6. Rahba Castle: A towering Ayyubid and Mamluk military fortress

overlooking the Euphrates trade routes.




Population, Tribal Structure,
and Cultural Identity
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The population of Deir ez-Zor reflects the history of civilizations along the Euphrates, with the vast majority being of Arab origin. The
population grew from 220,000 in 1960 to 1.7 million in 2011. Sunni Muslims form the absolute majority, alongside other communities
like , Armenians, and Circassians, with most people living along the riverbanks.The social structure relies on a cohesive tribal system

(such as the Al-Uqaydat, and Al-Baggara). Locals speak a Euphratic Arabic dialect close to Iraqi, and are famous for their Euphratic

cuisine and values of hospitality, bravery, and chivalry
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The economy
(agriculture, oil, industry, trade)
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The economy of Deir ez-Zur relies on a strategic blend of natural and agricultural resources stretching along the banks of the

Euphrates, supported by active commercial trade:1- Agriculture and Livestock: It is based on the waters of the Euphrates to produce
grains, cotton, sesame, dates, and vegetables, alongside extensive livestock wealth as a primary source of income in rural areas.2- Oil
and Energy: It is considered the energy capital of eastern Syria, hosting the country's largest oil and gas fields (such as Al-Omar,
Al-Taim, and Al-Tanak).3- Industry and Trade: It centers around food processing, petrochemicals, and textile industries, and

maintains active commerce due to its border location with Iraq via the Al-Bukamal crossing.
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Folklore, Arts, and Cuisine

“l:alual 8433 dagar gl 103 B DllaSlalls g-idlly go il Gilydl Ay
s alaill 3l seaiys ala dully oy Sl o gy g e all i dy Lyl sl
vaiall-2.clawill &, hall auhal Gladlly Jlall 2.8a<lly claolls
sobaall Jlaalld) Lunll clially dihall 2 <l aiai o by wsally
ahall-3 allaall 8 syS dlSa anilly ihall o lly { Jaagwlly
salll) list 4 o3 sy paill ol Ansuall cileill i gl

S5l sppall LSl el

Deir ez-Zor's folklore, arts, and cuisine feature an authentic Euphratic identity:1- Customs & Attire: Renowned
for values of hospitality and chivalry, featuring traditional attire like the Abaya and Keffiyveh for men, and
embroidered Euphratic dresses for women.2- Arts & Music: Famous for the Euphratic Dabke dance and
traditional singing genres (such as Mawal, Abadi, and Sweiheli), with Euphratic and Nabati poetry holding a
prominent place in social gatherings.3- Cuisine: Rich in flavors inspired by the river and desert, with top

signature dishes including Deiri Bamia (okra), Deiri Kebab, and Deiri Bread.




Services ( Education,
Health, and Infrastructure)
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Deir ez-Zor Governorate is witnessing intensive efforts to restore and rehabilitate basic service sectors, despite
the massive scale of destruction and ongoing challenges.Current work focuses on renovating hundreds of
schools to support the education sector and restarting dozens of primary health centers and hospitals to provide
essential medical care to residents. Additionally, vital projects are being implemented to repair drinking water
networks and stations, as well as rehabilitate deteriorated roads, in a continuous effort to overcome shortages in

equipment and personnel and secure service stability for the region.




Administrative Divisions, Natural
& Recreational Landmarks
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The Three Administrative Districts:1- Deir ez-Zur District (The Center): Includes the sub-districts of the Center,
Al-Muhasan, Al-Kasrah, Al-Tibni, Khasham, Al-Busayrah, and Sour.2- Mayadin District: Includes the sub-districts of
the Center, Dhiban, and Al-Asharah.3- Al-Bukamal District: Bordering Iraq, it includes the sub-districts of the Center,
Hajin, Al-Jala, and Al-Sousah.Prominent Historical and Urban Landmarks:The Suspension Bridge, Deir ez-Zur
Museum, Mari archaeological site, and riverside restaurants.Prominent Service Facilities: Al-Furat University and Deir

ez-Zur Airport.




Tourism, Natural and
Recreational Landmarks
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Deir ez-Zor Governorate features a charming diversity that combines ancient archaeological landmarks (such as the

Suspension Bridge, Kingdom of Mari, Al-Rahba Castle, Dura-Europos, and Halabive and Zalabiye) with scenic
natural landscapes.The Euphrates River, its natural islands (Hawaij), and the corniche serve as core pillars that make

it a unique destination for tourism and recreation, offering a serene atmosphere along the riverbanks, alongside

spiritual and religious sites suitable for relaxation and contemplation.




Geopolitical & Security
Importance

Deir ez-Zor holds a strategic position in eastern Syria as a
vital border crossing for regional trade with Iraq.Hosting
the country's largest oil and gas fields and acting as a
major agricultural hub along the Euphrates, it remains a

focal point for local and international security conflicts.
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Current Challenges
& Future Development

Deir ez-Zor faces severe structural challenges, such as destruction, lack
of funding, and the migration of talent and capital.Development
prospects rely on:Agricultural investment along the Euphrates
strip.Supporting food industries and industrial
diversification.Rehabilitating the commercial and border

axis.Launching long-term plans and partnering with the private sector.
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